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Introduction 
The study of the laminar boundary layer is very important from the point 
of heat and mass transfer. The increasing importance of Non-Newtonian fluids 
in the chemical and process industry has directed the attention to transfer 
phenomena in this sort of fluids. To solve transport equations involves generally 
many difficulties; even no exact solution may be obtained. The same problems 
arise for Non-Newtonian fluids, with a non-linear relationship between shear 
stress and deformation rate. Approximation methods have become generalized. 
Some of them are based upon the transformation of partial differential equa-
tions into integral equations applying neglects [1]. The involved error much 
depends on the type of the chosen function, generally a polynomial describing 
the change of the intensive quantity according to place. 
Now examine the influence of the changing degree of the polynomial on 
the error of the solution, in case of two-dimensional laminar boundary layer 
flow of a Non-Newtonian fluid. The rheology of the fluid will be characterized 
by the power-law. 
Karman-Pohlhausen method 
In a rectangular co-ordinate system, according to the boundary layer 
theory, the following equations arise for two-dimensional laminar boundary 
layer flow: 








for the heat transfer: 
8T 8T 82 T 
u--+v--=a--
8x 8y 8y 2 
(2) 
for the mass transfer: 
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(3) 
These equations ,."ill be solved by the Karman - Pohlhausen's method. 
In case of a flow over a solid flat surface the integral forms of these equations 
are (assuming the velocity caused by mass transfer in y direction can be neg-
lected): 
~ 




T)u dy = (8T) 
8y J y-O 
(5) 
6, 
- -- (coo - c) u dy = - . 1 8 f (8e) 
D 8x 8y y=o 
(6) 
o 
To solve these equations, variations of velocity u, temperature T and 
concentration e will be approximated by a polynomial 








t) = ---.l.--, 
c5(x) (8) 
The coefficients of this polynomial of moth degree can be determined from 
the boundary conditions, resulting either from physical considerations and 
experimental work or from mathematical considerations. 
Increasing the degree of the polynomial hence the number of boundary 
conditions is expected to yield more correct results. 
Ojha [2] examined six different boundary conditions to test polynomials 
of various degrees and compared the revelant numerical results with the exact 
solution for a Newtonian fluid. A higher degree appeared not to give better 
results in every case. 
Below we shall use the same boundary conditions (Table 1) facilitating 
to determine the coefficients of the polynomials. 
As the first step let us study the momentum transfer. 
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Table 1 
Degree Wall boundary I Outer edge 
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Momentnm transfer 
Determination of the resistance coefficient will be illustrated on the poly-
nomial 6P3. The cipher 6 means the degree of the polynomial the subscript 3 
the number of the wall boundary conditions. 
The rheological property of the fluid can be described as: 
(9) 
and the velocity profil: 
6 
F(r)) = ~!Xi r)i • ( 10) 
i=l 
According to Table 1: 
(11) 
Considering (8) and (9), the integral equation for the momentum transfer: 
(12) 
Substituting (11) into (12) and integrating we get an ordinary differential 
equation: 
(13) 
solving this for boundary condition 
0(0) = 0 (14) 
yields relationship of momentum boundary layer thickness and the place: 
(15) 
Hence, the resistance coefficient: 
;(x) = (Txy)y=o = 985 0' (x) = [985 ~]"/("+l) Re-1!(1l+1) (16) 
U~ Q 9009 9009 n + 1 
where 
Introducing notation: 
Q x" U';-Il 
Re=----
K 
c(n) = ~(x) . Re1/(1l+ 1) 
(17) 
(18) 


























c(n) = _ 9009 n + 1 
Table 2 
·IP, SP, 4P, 5Pl 
0.869057 0.874785 0.852836 0.859154 i 
0.762003 0.771236 0.736131 0.746160 I 
0.673804 0.685134 0.642336 0.654485 ! 
0.600499 0.613026 0.565973 0.579256 i 
0.539026 0.552168 0.503045 0.516846 i 
0.487024 0.500402 0.450606 0.464537 
I 
0.442667 0.456036 0.406457 0.420276 
0.404534 0.417737 0.368936 0.382493 
0.371513 0.384450 0.336774 0.34·9979 
I 
0.324725 0.355355 0.306987 0.321790 
0.317469 0.329716 0.284809 0.297183 
I 0.295182 0.307050 0.263630 0.275568 
0.275409 0.286891 0.244965 0.256469 
0.257779 0.268878 0.228424 0.239504 
0.241985 0.252708 0.213689 0.224358 
0.227775 0.238133 0.200501 0.210774 
0.214938 0.224944 0.188643 0.198538 
0.203298 0.212965 0.177939 0.187473 
0.192706 0.202049 0.168237 0.177430 







0.863412 I 0.9853 
0.753353 I 0.8712 
0.668749 i 0.7577 
I 




0.391849 I 0.4055 
0.359110 I 0.3658 
0.330659 ! 0.3321 
0.305769 ! 0.3030 









In case of the other polynomials the c(n) values and the values of the exact 
solution [3 ] are compiled in Table 2. Approximation closeness by each poly-
nomial: 
20 
r = :E [c(O,l· i) - Ce (0,1· i)] 
i=2 
r vs. polynomial degree is plotted in Fig. 1. In fact, the increase of the degree 
appeal's not to mean unequivocally an improvement, although the least error 
occurred for 6P3 • 
c(n) values delivered by polynomial 6P3 and the exact solution, respec-
tively, are shown in Fig. 2. 
5 Periodica Polytechnica :.\1. 17/3. 
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A fair approximation appears in the rangl 0.2 < n < 2.0. The curves 
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Fig. 2 
Heat and mass transfer 
By analogy between heat and mass transfer, the following symbols will 
be introduced: 
H = {T for heat transfer 
c for mass transfer (20.a) 
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? = {a for heat transfer 
D for mass transfer 
0" = {aT for heat transfer 
. oc for mass transfer 










Using these symhols, Eqs (2) and (3) hecome 
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(21) 
The procedure of the calculation is illustrated again on 6P3' The concentration 
and the temperature profil are approximated by polynomial: 
6 
n(I]",) = ~ Pi 1)~, , 
i=O 
The same boundary conditions can be used for n as for uj U = 
n('l1 ) = 2r,_ - 5r,4 6r,5 - 2176 
'/'" " er er :t' (22) 
Introducing symbol: 
becomes: 
F( ) - 9. A ~ -1. /14 I 6 5/15 9 6 ,16 1') - -I]",LJ", - ;)1')"LJer T Yj"LJ er - _Yj",LJ",. (23) 
Substituting (22) and (23) into (21) and integrating we get: 
~ = Ll o(x)~ [O(X) ('~Ll2 - 2Ll 5 ..L ~Ll6 - ~_Ll7)J 
U 00 '" dx 42:t 99 er I 77" 8008'" 
Supposing Lln < 1, and neglecting higher - degree terms 
Considering (IS): 
L1 3 ..L 2(n..L 1) xL12 Ll' = ~ (n..L I) [985 I J2/(1l+1) ~ (25) 
" I I er" 5 I 9009 2"(n+1) A 
where 
The homogeneous part of the inhomogeneous differential equation (25), intro-
ducing Ll; = ip(x): 
2 ip+-(n+I)xip' =0. 
3 
The solution of the homogeneous equation is looked for in form: 
(26) 
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Substituting this into (26),th'e homogeneous solution is 
Looking for a particular solution of the inhomogeneous equation of the form 
and substituting into (25) we obtain: 
(n+1) P = - (n+1) -- .- - . 2 . 1 84 [ 985 1 J2)(n+ I) 1 
3 . 5 9009 2n (n+1) 11 
Since 
./1 = [ ..d]x(I-n)J(I+n) 
where ["-1] is a part of .11 and independent of x, 
and 




The constant Cl can be calculated from the boundary condition: 
Thus 
cp(x)--- 1-- -_ c'(n) [ A (xo )3/2(n+I)] 
11 110 x 
where 
c'(n) = c2(n)[A] 
and 
sInce 
cp(x) = L1~. 
The solution of (25): 
(27) 
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.1" = c'(n)1i3 [1 _ ~ (~)3/2(n+I)]113. 




e = {D}'o heat transfer 
mass transfer 
The heat or mass flux at the boundary can be expressed as 
hence 
%= elan) 
.1n b(x) ay o· 
(an) = 2 ay 0 
Considering (15) and (28): 
where 
c*(n) = 2n(n 1 1)-- . 2 [ 9009 ]_11(n+1) 
c'(n)1/3 T 985 




(29) can he written in dimensionless form 
All3 Re1/(n+1) 
" ~ ,O(n) [1 _ :, ( ~ )''''"Hl]''' 
(28) 
(30) 
If the starting point of the momentum boundary layer coincides with 
the starting point of the heat and concentration boundary layer, (30) rc-
duces into: 
a = c*(n).11/3 Re11(n+1) • (31) 
Values of c*(n) delivered by the exact solution [4] and by various dl)gree poly-
























JP, 4P, SP, 4P, ,1~- sPa 6P, L._E_x_nc_t __ 
0.262429184 0.287765580 0.305102927 
0.273181794· 0.298670637 0.316087657 
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The values of c(n) given by the closest polynomial and hy the exact 
solution vs. nare sho'vt'-n in Fig. 5. 6P3 seems to give a close approximation in 
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Fig. ;3 
The results show the practical applicability of 6Pa for both the momentum 
transfer and the heat and mass trallsfer~ and the deviation from the exact 
solution to be negligible. 
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Summary 
Development of relationships for heat, mass and momentum transfer and the distri-
bution of the intensive quantity for a two-dimensional laminar boundary layer of Non-
Newtonian flow has been examined as approximated by various degree polynomials. 
Comparison of the coefficients of dimensionless equations showed a basic influence of 
the changing degree of polynomial on the error of the solution. The increase of the polynomial 
degree appeared not to unambiguously reduce the error. The approximation by a polynomial 






































mass transfer coefficient 






symbol of function 
kg/m s2-n rheological parameter 
KO temperature 





thickness of the momentum boundary laver 
thickness of the thermal boundary la"ver " 
thickness of the concentrate boundar~ laver 
dimensionless co-ordinate . . 






symbol of function 
Reynolds-number def. 17. 
value for y ;;;;; 0 
value for y = 0T.c 
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